
Making Disciples: An Interview with Pastor Jeff Wolheter

Thanks for joining the Big Church Small Church podcast. We are in our final episode of 
Season 6: discipleship, church planting, and multiplication! In this episode, we heard 
from Pastor Jeff Wolheter, who is multiplying disciples and church planting in northeast 
Indiana. Jeff and his wife are dedicated to equipping disciples the way Jesus did, but in 
a 21st century context. 

Learning from Planting
Formerly, Jeff and his wife planted Bridgeway Evangelical Church in Kendallville, 
Indiana. The church grew and reached many new people for Jesus. Jeff and his wife felt
called upon to plant and pioneer another church plant after Bridgeway was established. 
But before planting again, they took time to do two things: 1. Research the culture. 2. 
Research Jesus’ methods and principles of making disciples.

A. Studying the Culture: Three Macro Cultures through Western History

1. Pagan culture: During Jesus’ time, Western culture was a pagan culture that 
worshiped many gods.

2. Christian culture: Western culture shifts to believing in one God under the influence 
of Roman Emperor Constantine. This is where state and religion merge.

3. Post-Christian culture: Today we live in a culture that doesn’t believe in God or 
treats themselves like gods. It is an age of relativism. It is a rejection of authority.



B. Jesus Called Disciples

1. Find teachable disciples. Jesus called disciples, and people followed Him. He found
people who were willing to be discipled. He didn’t run after people (example: rich young 
ruler). We need to look for people who will be teachable and follow. In Luke 9 and 10, 
Jesus sends out His disciples to find “people of peace.” These are people who are 
teachable new disciples. We need to disciple people of peace and help them reach their
friends for Jesus. The aim is to multiply disciples.

2. Ask questions. Jesus always takes conversations deeper by asking questions about
life and faith. That is where we get to the root of something. We need to ask people 
questions to hear people’s hearts. Even in post-Christian culture, people have spiritual 
needs. We need to draw out the spiritual needs through our conversations.

3. Be Spirit-led. Jesus might ask us to do things that scare us as we follow in 
obedience. Disciples of Jesus are to listen to God and respond in obedience. God 
wants to take us on an adventure as we learn to trust Him.

I want to hear from you! Don’t forget to e-mail your questions, comments, and 
testimonies at jonhunter@churchdoctor.org. Check out thesendmovement.com to apply 
for discipleship training for SEND Young Adults (18-29) or SEND+ (29+) or for coaching
opportunities.
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