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Episode Notes 
Thanks for joining the Big Church Small Church podcast. In this episode, we discuss 
reading the Bible and the importance of reading the Bible together in small groups. We 
don’t just read the Bible, but the Bible reads us. It guides us, corrects us, and gives us 
wisdom for our daily life.  The Bible is the main way that God speaks to us1. “All 
Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Tim 3:16-17). The Bible shows us who God is and why we 
exist. It tells God’s rescue story through the cross of Jesus2. Studying the Bible helps 
discern how the Holy Spirit speaks to us. 
 
Interview with Dan Bellinger:  
 
1. What is the Bible? 
The Bible is a collection of ancient texts in which the church, throughout the centuries, 
has found the presence of God. It’s 66 books that God has consistently spoken through. 
 
2. How should we read the Bible?  
The Bible is meant to be read in community. There is shared experience and 
conversation that deepen our understanding. Those who have experiences should 
come alongside those who don’t, and they should read together. This is discipleship. 
Don’t just hand someone a Bible and tell them to read it. 
 
3. How can busy lay leaders lead small churches effectively and faithfully?  
Read the Bible, then observe the text. A group could reread what was spoken in last 
week’s sermon. When you read, first observe the text. Look for what stands out and 
what you notice. Scan for repetitions, patterns, look for what stands out. Write down 
your observations. Second, ask questions in the group, discuss, and try to answer the 
questions. You don’t have to have a degree. 
 
4. Start small and build. 
Reading the Bible is like building muscles. Start off small and build. Be consistent in 
reading. It takes years to read and reread the Bible. You grow as you go. The Bible is 
both simple and complex. You will go deeper the more you practice.  
 

                                                 
1
 Adele Calhoun. Spiritual Disciplines Handbook. p.184 

2
 N.T. Wright. Scripture and the Authority of God.  



Discussion Questions 
1. Who is someone in your church, not the pastor, who is more familiar than you are 
with Bible reading? How could you learn from them? 
 
2. Who is someone you know and could teach who isn’t familiar with reading the Bible? 
How could you teach them what you know?     
 
3. How will you read the Bible in a small church setting? What aspects of today’s 
podcast will you implement or experiment with? 
 
I want to hear from you! Don’t forget to e-mail your questions, comments, and 
testimonies at jonhunter@churchdoctor.org. Check out thesendmovement.com to apply 
for discipleship training for SEND Young Adults (18-29) or SEND+ (29+) or for coaching 
opportunities.  
 
Suggested Resources 
Spiritual Disciplines Handbook by Adele Calhoun 
The Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster 
Scripture and the Authority of God by N.T. Wright 
Why and How to read the Bible [video] Alpha Film Series, Alpha.org 
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